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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF 

Happy Spring to our membership. Now that we 

have turned our clocks ahead and the crocus 

are blooming, we can safely say that Spring is 

on the way. 

We would like to welcome our new members to 

our Society: The Right Reverend Dr. Prince G. 

Singh, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Roch-

ester and his wife, Roja, the David Crea Family 

from Watkins Glen, and Michael & Susan 

Hartney from Watkins Glen. We look forward to 

seeing you this summer at the following events: 

 Alleghany Celtic Festival, June 3
rd

 in Fire-

man’s Park, Cuba, NY 

 The Annual SAS Picnic at Mossy Bank Pond 

Pavilion, July 8
th

 (start 11:30 dish to pass 

bring your own table service)  

Scholarship winners will be recognized and 

presented their checks. 

 The Dundee Scottish Festival, Millard Park, 

Dundee, July 15.   

The SAS will have a tent with ancestry informa-

tion, Scottish maps and history, membership 

opportunities and a leak proof tent at each of 

the festivals. Member Carl Johengen will have 

the MacKinnon clan tent there as well.  

Have a lovely summer. 

Chief,  



LOOKING BACK… 

Our Burns Dinner in a new location was a 

great way to welcome the new year.  We 

were fortunate to have a nice silent auction 

consisting of donated items, many from 

Barb Cunningham.  The Hilton Garden Inn 

adapted nicely to our menu oddities, and 

we will be working with them with just a bit 

of fine-tuning for our 2018 dinner.  Nedra 

McElroy put together a collection of 

Scottish commercials, a change of pace 

from our usual entertainment, which 

seemed to be a hit with the crowd, judging 

by the chuckles--and many us have 

developed a hankering for some Famous 

Grouse… 

‘TIS THE SEASON... 

...for the games!  The Scottish events in 

which we will participate are the Allegany 

Celtic Festival http://

www.alleganycountyceltic.com/ June 3 in 

Cuba NY, and the Dundee Scottish Festival,  

July 17. We will have a presence with our 

booth at both festivals, and hope to see 

many of you there! If you’ve not attended 

one of these celebrations previously, you will 

enjoy the vendors, the music, the food, the 

dancing, the tartans, the ‘heavies’ (those 

are the athletes who participate in the 

games--this involves heaving heavy things, 

and is highly entertaining--all demonstrated 



by burly Scots, male and female, in kilts.)  

‘Our’ band, the Caledonian Highlanders, 

will be participating at Dundee, and there 

is nothing to compare with the massing of 

the bands and the calling of the clans.  At 

either festival, helpers are welcome to help 

mind the booth and talk to folks...hope to 

see you there! 

PICNIC 

Our annual picnic and awarding of 

scholarships will be held at Mossy Bank 

Park, the Pond Pavilion, at Noon on 

Saturday, July 8.  As is our custom, 

hamburgers and hotdogs and beverages 

will be provided, and you will need to bring 

your table service and a dish to pass. We 

will be honoring 3 Scholarship winners this 

year. Please respond to Ferrises if you are 

planning to attend! If you need directions, 

ask... 

GENEALOGY PROGRAM  

Your Board of Trustees are working to put 

together a program on genealogy and 

searching for your roots, in collaboration 

with the Daughters of the American 

Revolution.  This program will be held I 

September at St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

in Bath, and will probably involve a dish to 

pass dinner. 

TYING THE KNOT 

Much has been made of the revival of the 

custom of handfasting. It is often said that 

this handfasting is for a year and a day. 

However, historically, handfasting tended 

to take place in outer regions, Like the 

Scottish Highlands or Islands where a 

minister might not be readily available. In 

this circumstance, handfasting was used 

as a means of temporary betrothal until a 

minister could make his way to the area to 

perform the actual religious ceremony.  
 

The literary source for the "year and a day" 

originally comes from Sir Walter Scott. A 

year and a day was the period that a 

couple were to have been married in order 

for a spouse to have any claim of 

inheritable property in the event of the 

death of the other spouse.  

 

If, prior to the year and a day, either party 

chose to leave the "marriage", the 

relationship was considered null as was 

any future claim to inheritance. Any 

children who had been brought forth prior 

to the annulment were still considered 

lawful offspring of both parents. Further, 

neither partner could be prevented from 

seeking marriage to another person once 

the handfasting was dissolved.  

 

In a handfasting ceremony, the hands of 

both the bride and the groom are joined 

just as we see in modern marriage 

ceremonies today. The person officiating 

at the ceremony would then wrap the 

clasped hands in the end of his stole to 

symbolize the trinity of marriage; man 

and woman joined by God. This symbolic 

binding together in marriage later 

evolved into a the practice of wrapping 

the clasped hands with a cord or an 

embroidered cloth.  

 

The couple were then considered to be 

officially bound together and could live as 

man and wife. Once the minister made 

his way to the parish or area where the 

couple resided, then an official church 

ceremony would take place, sealing the 

marriage. This may be a week, a month, a 

year or even longer.  
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Tom McIntyre  December 2003 to December 2009 

Blake Mayo   December 2009 to December 2015 
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4 Lackawanna Avenue 

Bath NY 14810-1650 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

June 3, 2017 Allegany Celtic Festival, http://www.alleganycountyceltic.com/  

July 8, 2017 12 PM  Annual Scholarship Picnic Mossy Bank, Bath 

July 17, 2017  Dundee Scottish Festival http://www.dundeescottishfestival.com/ 

September 8, 2017  Genealogy Program, St. Thomas Church, Bath 

Jan. 27, 2018 - Burns Dinner, Horseheads Hilton Garden Inn  

Social meet and greet, 4:30, Dinner Seating 5:00 

 

Please call Ferris to respond to any event:  

776-7101 or ferrisgilbert@yahoo.com 

 

THIS EVENT AND MORE ON OUR WEBSITE  

http://www.sasst.org/events.html 

Like us on FaceBook... 

Address Service Requested 

http://www.sasst.org/events.html

