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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF 

Greetings:  

From your new Society Chief, Rick Mason.  I 

am proud that you have given me this oppor-

tunity to represent you and this Society.  I am 

aware that I have some very big shoes to fill 

and I will do my very best to support you in 

this very prestigious position. Please feel free 

to bring to our attention any ideas that will 

make us a better family.  We count on our 

membership to help us support us in our 

endeavors to let people know more about our 

Scottish heritage and the Scottish way of life, 

past, present and future. I am very excited 

and anticipating the commencement of our 

journey together, and I am looking forward to 

seeing each of you on January  27
th

, 2018 at 

4:30 pm at the Hilton Garden Inn, Horseheads 

for our yearly Robert Burns Dinner. 

Please join me in welcoming new member 

Eileen Bach from Ithaca. 

Chief,  

PAY YOUR DUES! 

Look at your mailing label.  If it says “lifetime,’ or 

‘benefactor’, ‘fellow’, or ‘comp,’ you are current in your 

membership and will remain so.  If there is a year above 

your name, and it is not 2018 or later, you are in arrears.  

If it says ‘trial’ above your name, you need to pay your 

dues.  If you are not current with your dues (Single $10, 

Family $15, Patron $25, Benefactor $50 or more, Life 

$250) please remit them to Nedra McElroy, 4 Lackawanna 

Ave., Bath NY 14810 <mscrayola@stny.rr.com> straight 

away, or tell her if you want to be removed from the 

membership database.  

It remains  important to the financial health of the 

society that  our membership data is current and up to 

date! Thank you for your attention to this important 

matter! 



LOOKING BACK… 

PICNIC 

Our annual picnic and 

awarding of 

scholarships at Mossy 

Bank Park in Bath on 

July 8 was fun for all: a 

beautiful day, good 

food, good friends. 

Winners were: Burns 

Scholarship, Clara Davis 

from Corning/Painted 

Post; Stewart 

Scholarship, Sophia 

Genier (her second!) 

from Horseheads; and the Cunningham 

Scholarship went to Ronni Robbins from 

Campbell/Savona.   

GENEALOGY PROGRAM  

This program, held in September at St. 

Thomas Church in Bath, was highly 

informative for folks interested in tracing 

their ancestry, or seeking information 

about the Daughters of the Revolution. The 

usual varied and delicious dish-to-pass 

repast was well-received, as always!   

ST. ANDREWS LUNCHEON AND 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

A new venue was offered this year, the Slice 

of 209, in Bath.  A luncheon buffet was 

offered, which went over well, according to 

those who attended.  Officers were duly 

installed, and we were treated to a talk by 

Lee Adelsburg about changes that have 

been made to bagpipes over the years.  We 

also enjoyed a bit of pipe music offered by 

Caledonian Highlanders Jason Burg 

drummer, Katie Burg, Pat Mahon, and 

Wendy Brooks. 



LOOKING FORWARD 

Before you know it, Burns 

Night will be upon us!  The 

dinner will be held on 

January 27 at the 

Horseheads Hilton Garden 

Inn, gather at 4:30, dinner 

seating at 5 PM.  This year 

we are having a buffet, in 

an attempt to keep the 

cost more affordable, and to entice folks to 

join us for this gala ceilidh!  There will be 

pipes, there will be dancers, there will be 

singing!   

Make your reservations now while you’re 

thinking about it: send a check for $35 per 

person to Rick Mason, 10 Manning Avenue, 

Savona NY 14879 by January 23rd. Make it 

out to the Scottish American Society of the 

Southern Tier. 

SEE YOU THERE! 
 

HOPE YOU’RE HAVING A GUID NEW 

YEAR! 

from http://scottishgenealogytipsntricks.blogspot.com/ 

 

For nearly 400 years, Christmas in Scotland was 

not celebrated. The reason for this stems from the 

Protestant Reformation. The Church of Scotland, 

which is Presbyterian, felt that Christmas was, by 

and large, a Catholic celebration and as such was 

frowned upon. To all intents and purposes, 

Christmas was a regular day. People went to work 

and carried on about their business in everyday 

fashion. This began in 1560 and really carried on 

through to the mid 1950s. Even then, it was a half 

day holiday. Gifts were small, often just one gift or 

a stocking with gifts rather than the multitude of 

gifts we see today. 

New Years Day was a public holiday and New 

Years Eve was, and still is, a major celebration. The 

history behind both the celebration of and the 

name Hogmanay is up for debate. However, many 

feel that the celebration is carried on from Norse 

traditions which celebrated the arrival of the 

Winter Solstice. Indeed, many Hogmanay 

celebrations throughout Scotland actually involve 

fire festivals. Stonehaven near Aberdeen, the 

Torchlight Procession in Edinburgh are two 

examples of this. 

Hogmanay is steeped in tradition and ritual. Many 

Scots will take the time during the day on 

December 31 to clean the house and pay off all 

debts prior to the “ringing of the bells” at midnight. 

This ritual was known as redding (getting ready for 

the New Year). The reason for this was to clear out 

the remnants of the old year and welcome in a 

young New Year with a clean slate. 

A few branches of the Rowan tree would be put 

above the door to bring luck. Inside was mistletoe 

to prevent illness to those who lived within. Pieces 

of holly placed around the house were thought to 

keep out mischievous fairies. And finally, pieces of 

hazel were gathered and placed around the 

home to protect the house and all who lived in it. 

Then all the doors of the home would be opened 

to bring in fresh air. Once this final piece of the 

ritual was completed, the house was then 

considered to be ready for the New Year. 

Immediately after midnight, it is traditional to 

sing "For Auld Lang Syne", in a circle of friends 

whose linked arms are crossed over one another 

as the clock strikes midnight for New Year's Day. 

Perhaps the most important and revered 

Hogmanay custom is the practice of 'first-footing' 

which dates back to the Viking days. This involves 

the first person to cross the threshold once the 

New Year bells have been rung. Superstition 

states that the “first footer” should be a tall male 

with dark hair. The darker the man's complexion 

the better, since no one wanted a Viking (raider) 

turning up on their doorstep - that could only 

mean trouble! A dark complexioned man 

represented luck for the rest of the year. In 

addition, the first-footer needs to enter the home 

carrying salt, coal, a coin, shortbread, and 

whisky. These gifts represent goodness and 

abundance for the New Year. The Coal for heat/

warmth, the coin for financial prosperity, salt for 

seasoning, shortbread for food and whiskey for 

good cheer. These gifts are then to be shared 

with the other guests so that the wishes for a 

good and prosperous year can then be spread 

around. 

The traditions live on even today. The gifts are 

still presented by the first footers, although not 

necessarily to the extent that they once were. 

But most of all, the new 

year is rung in with a 

good old-fashioned 

Scots welcome and 

hospitality. And each 

and every one is wished 

“A guid New Year to 

ane an` a` and 

mony may ye see!” 

 



Past Chiefs of the Scottish American Society  

of the Southern Tier, Inc. 

George Cunningham December 1973 to December 1985 

Don Campbell  December 1985 to December 1991 
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Donald Flatt  December 2000 to December 2003 

Tom McIntyre  December 2003 to December 2009 

Blake Mayo   December 2009 to December 2015 

Gil Ferris   December 2015 to December 2017 
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Bath NY 14810-1650 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Jan. 27, 2018 - Burns Dinner, Horseheads Hilton Garden 

Inn  

Social meet and greet, 4:30, Dinner Seating 5:00 

April 29 - Tartan Tea, St Thomas Great Hall, Bath 

July 14 - Dundee Celtic Festival 

July 21 - Annual Scholarship Picnic, Mossy Bank, Bath 

 

Please call Chief Rick Mason to respond to any event:  

583-4256  rmason7@stny.rr.com 

 

THESE EVENTS AND MORE ON OUR WEBSITE  

http://www.sasst.org/events.html 

Like us on FaceBook... 

Address Service Requested 

http://www.sasst.org/events.html

